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SUBJECT: ALPHA HELIX PHILIPPINE VOYAGES 

1. EMBASSY HAS BEEN PROVIDED LETTER FROM NSDB CHAIRMAN 
AND DFA WHICH WE INTERPRET AS PROVIDING NECESSARY BASIS 
FOR CLEARING ALPHA HELIX RESEARCH VOYAGES, PHASES III AND 
IV, IN PHILIPPINES. WHETHER DFA WILL FOLLOW UP FORMALLY 

IS DOUBTFUL BUT WE REGARD LETTER AS ADEQUATE. 

2. IN REFERRING TO ALPHA HELIX VOYAGES, LETTER REQUESTS: 

(A) COPY RESULTS ALL RESEARCHES UNDERTAKEN WHILE IN 
PHILIPPINES WATERS DURING ALL PHASES OF VOYAGE, 

(B) DUPLICATE SPECIMENS (OR SINGLE SPECIMEN TO BE 
LENT TO U.S.) OF ALL BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES COLLECTED FOR 
NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

(C) BERTHS FOR SCIENTISTS ON PHASE III AND PHASE IV 
WHO ARE TO BE PEDRO C. GONZALES. CURATOR. DIVISION OF 
ZOOLOGY. NATIONAL MUSEUM (PHASE III ONLY) AND RENATO G. 
GARCIA, MUSEUM RESEARCHER, NATIONAL MUSEUM (PHASE IV ONLY), 

(D) SEMINAR ON ON-BOARD RESEARCH ACTIVITIES BY VESSEL'S 
SCIENTISTS TO FILIPINO MARINE SCIENTISTS DURING MANILA 
LAYOVER TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED AUGUST 12 TO 21. 
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3. EMBASSY BELIEVES NSDB REQUESTS ARE CONSTRUCTIVE. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE BEING PROVIDED REPLIES ON THE FOUR POINTS 
RAISED. ALTHOUGH ODD NATURE OF ALPHA HELIX STAFFING MAY 
PRECLUDE LITERAL COMPLIANCE WITH PARA 2 (D), WE HOPE STAFF 
CAN DETERMINE WAY TO RESPOND TO AND ENCOURAGE RESEARCH 
INTERESTS OF FILIPINO MARINE SCIENTISTS. 

PURNELL 
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